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® Critical lssues

® Durity Rules (hygiene? ordering chaos? avoiding death incursions?)

® Male-to-Male Intercourse (sexual orientation? mixing kinds dicruptively?)

® Composition (source: documentary, narrative: implied reader)
~Driestly (Pergian period: agsumes functioning altar, problem of malpractice)
~8olves Diaspora identity crisis (Sabbath, circumeision, Pasgover, Atonement)
~Holiness Code: (later redaction ag ethical corrective to exclusive cultic concerns)

® Theological Themes

® Curiosities
~Oddity of death of Nadab and Abihu (“strange fire,” Lev [O)
~QOddity of food regulations
~Juxtaposed parent/Sabbath reverence (Lev [9:3)

® Anthropology
~Yahwist: incorrigible alienation golved only by unilateral promise
~Driestly: incorrigible alienation solved by sanctified cultic mediation




@ Theological Themeg
® Duyrity ag Ordering Community Chaos

~Ordering chaos thematic through Pentateuch: from cosmic order (Gen () to cultic
order (Exod 25-4-0) to community order (Lev [-15)

~Purity focus: death as ultimate expression of chaos

~lssues of Persian returnees: pluralism chaos, economic chaos, political chaos
threaten Jewich identity, survival (threat of death to physical body metaphor of
threat of death to postexilic community)

® Holiness as trangeendent responsibility (corrective to exelugive eultic focus) n

®Theological Themes
® Duyrity ag Ordering Community Chaos

~Ordering chaos thematic through Pentateuch: from cosmic order (Gen () to cultic
order (Exod 25-40) to community order (Lev ([-5)

® Holiness as transcendent responsibility (corrective to exclugive cultic focus) m
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@ Critical lssues

® Ancient Near Eastern traditions reflected

~Bronze serpent: Gilgamesh Epic, Baal’s consort Asherah, Cult of Asklepios.
[dolatrous? (Cf. Hezekiah’s reforme smashing image in 2 Kgs [8:4.)

~Balaam traditions: Deir ‘Alla inseription, Balaam ag prophetic hired gun
& Composition

~VYahuwigt (exilic): Departure, Siblings, Spies, Rebelliong, Bronze Serpent, Balaam,
Moab, Tribal Allotments

~Driestly (postexilic): Num (-0, plus interepersed redactions n

®Critical lssues
® Ancient Near Eagstern traditions reflected
° b argol'airomiged possessioniapposed; but pagan
ldolatrous? (Cf. Hezekiah's ; phet can onlyibless that future reality
® Composition

~VYahuwigt (exilic): Departure, Siblings, Spies, Rebelliong, Bronze Serpent, Balaam,
Moab, Tribal Allotments

~Driestly (postexilic): Num (10, plus interspersed redactions m

@ Critical [ssues
® Structure (a vexing problem)
~Discernable logic for some priestly redactions
~Logic for other redactiong is elusive
®Theological Themes
® Curiosities
~Moges as entrusted with all God’s house, including priests (cf. Heb.3:5-6)
~Balaam or God’s equivocation? (cf. 2 Pet 2:15-16; Rev. 2:(4)
~Balaam’s star/scepter prophecy (+Gen 49:10; cf. Qumran, Rev 22:16) ,ﬁ

®Theological Themes

® Driectly enhancement to Yahwist anthropology
~Yahwist anthropology: incorrigible rebellion; golution = unilateral promige

~Priestly anthropology: incorrigible rebellion; solution = sanctified cultic mediation

® God’s fidelity to hie covenant
® Law ag God’s responge to human need in daily life (narrative frameg for legal code)




ﬁoaumem&arj Summarj

® Yahwist work—exilic (why God’sjudgmenf?)
® [ncorrigible rebellion of humans (almost like God has to learn over time)
® [ndefatigable grace response of God
® \ations as accountable for treatment of [srael (blessing, curses)
®Driestly work—postexilic (how to survive?)
® God orders chaos: cosmic = national infrastructure, cultic = postexilic cultic profile,
communal = mixed ethnicities, identity crisis

® Jewich Diagpora adaptations: circumeision, Sabbath, Pagsover, Day of Atonement
(efficacious worldwide)
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® Jogiah’s “Book of the Law,” 621 BC, 2 Kgs 22-23 (W. M. L. de Wette, [805)
® Redactional features or single author activity?
~Frequent shifte of pergon (2per sg/pl)
~Section headings as redactions (I:1-5; 4:44-49;12:1; 29:1)
~Differences of content, character (awareness of exile; stylisties of law vs. poetry)

:1-5; 4:44-49;12:1;29:1)
~Differences of content, character (awareness of exile; stylisties of law vs. poetry)

~Section headings as redactiol
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@ Critical [ssues
® Genre
~Valedictory speech (Josh 23; [ Sam [2; Jdt 8:(-27)
~Vaggal treaty form (cf. Esarhaddon of Assyria)
~New genre: “prologue” to higtorical collection Josh-2 Kge
® Structure
~Law code bounded by discourses to suggest “where covenant story i¢ going”

~Story destination: bounding higtorical reviews anticipate exile

~Epilogue of additional material .ﬂ

. \ ¢ Chiagtic (“Ring?) Structure
Dicgotiree, historical review antioipating exile (1<)
Extortation on keeping faw{5-11).
¢ Law Code12-26,
b. Exhortation on keeping law(27-2.8)
a. Disoouree; historieal tevieu) anticipating exile (29-30)

~Law code bounded by discourses to suggest “where covenant story i going”

~8tory destination: bounding historical reviews anticipate exile
~Epilogue of additional material

Deuteronomy

@ Critical lssues

® Canonical relationships
~Relationship to Numbers (contradictory hictorical reviews, imitation of D style)
~Relationship to Joshua-2Kgs (Martin Noth, 943, higtorical “prologue”)
~Relationship to Wisdom (command parallels, law as “living-well” guide)

® Composition
~Stage [: Law Code—Northern Kingdom Levites fleeing Assyrian destruction
~8tage 2: Exhortations—keep law, reinforcing Josiah (621 BC, 2 Kgs 22-23)
~8tage 3: Digcourses—anticipatory historical reviews (reforms fail, exile ending;

Deuteronomy
®Theological Themes :
® E xegetical Conundrums
~Prophet-like-Moses conundrum: Deut [8:15, 18 vs. Deut 34:10
~lllegitimate applications: muzzling ox, 25:4 vs. | Cor 9:9; Apos. Cons. 2.4.25
® (srael’s irrevocable election (unilateral promice supercedes bilateral covenant)
~lerael’s incorrigible rebellion will fail bilateral covenant
~God’s steadfast merey will fulfill unilateral promige
® (Worghip centralization (“in the place God chooses”)
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@ Theological Themes
® E xegetical Conundrume
~Prophet-like-Moses conundrum: Deut [8:15, [8 vs. Deut 34:10
~llegitimate applications: muzzling ox, 25:4 vs. | Cor 9:9; Apos. Cons. 2.4.25
® [srael's irrevocable election (unilateral promise supercedes bilateral covenant)
~lgrael’s incorrigible rebellion will fail bilateral covenant
~God’s steadfast merey will fulfill unilateral promise

® (Worship centralization (“in the place God chooses”)
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