
Comprehension
Getting the Most Out of Reading



Outlining for overview and logic flow 
Convert paragraphs to points 
KH: 16 as example: Post-exile Issues for Israel

Outline Summaries

 2



Outlining for overview and logic flow 
Convert paragraphs to points 
KH: 16 as example: Post-exile Issues for Israel

Outline Summaries

 3



Authors’ Approach

Historical-critical methodology 
Narrative reading strategy
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Defining the Bible
Canons, Texts, Translations



Hermeneutics—Canon, Text, Translation

Canon

Text

Translation

Canon



Hermeneutics—Canon (OT)

Old Testament Canon

Law (400 BC)

Prophets (200 BC)

Writings (1st AD)

Apocrypha (LXX) Writings (Jamnia)
? ?



Hermeneutics—Canon (OT)

Old Testament Canon

Law (400 BC)

Prophets (200 BC)

Writings (1st AD)

Apocrypha (LXX) Writings (Jamnia)
? ?

Roman Catholic Russian Orthodox Greek Orthodox

1–2 Maccabees
Tobit
Judith
Esther Additions
Wisdom of Solomon
Sirach (Ecclesiasticus)
Baruch
Letter of Jeremiah
Daniel Additions
Prayer of Manasseh
1–2 Esdras

Adds:
3 Maccabees
Psalm 151

Adds:
3 Maccabees
Psalm 151
4 Maccabees

Apocrypha Canons

Appendix



Hermeneutics—Canon (OT)

New Testament Canon

Core Canon

Disputed Canon

Limited Use Canon

Gospels, Acts, Paul, 1 John, 1 Peter, Revelation

Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, 2 John, 3 John, Jude

Barnabas, Didache, Hermas, 1 Clement, Others



Hermeneutics—Canon (OT)

New Testament Canon

Collections (90–180)

Emergence (180–225)

Fixation (225–400)

Principles: apostolicity, antiquity, 
orthodoxy, reception, spirituality



The Canon and Text of the NT: Canon

History of the Canon
1. Period of Use and Collections (90–180)

A. The Four Gospels
B. Paul’s Thirteen Letters
C. The Catholic Epistles

2. Period of the Emerging Canon (180–225)
A. Muratorian Canon (200)
B. Three Great Writers

1. Irenaeus (d. 190)
2. Clement of Alexandria (d. 215)
3. Tertullian (d. 225)



The Canon and Text of the NT: Canon

History of the Canon
3. Period of Fixation (225–400)

A. Church Fathers
1. Origen (d. 254)
2. Dionysius of Alexandria (d. 264)
3. Eusebius of Caesarea (325)
4. Athanasius of Alexandria (367)

B. Church Councils
1. Hippo (393)
2. Carthage (397)



The Canon and Text of the NT: Canon

History of the Canon
4. Later Scholars

A. Jerome (d 419)
B. Augustine (d. 430)

5. Later Developments
A. Revelation: doubts in the East for centuries
B. Reformation: reopening of canon questions



Hermeneutics—Canon, Text, Translation

Canon

Text

Translation

Text



Codex Leningradensis, 10th Cent. AD

Hermeneutics—Text (OT)

Old Testament Text

Masoretic

Samaritan

LXX, DSS

Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (BHS)

(AD 600–900)

(200 BC)

(200 BC)



Hermeneutics—Text (NT)

New Testament Text

Erasmus Lachmann

Alexandrian

Byzantine

(AD 200–400)

(AD 400–1600)

Greek Editions
(Pre-Critical: 1516, Critical: 1850)

(Pre-Critical, Byzantine, 1516) (Critical, Alexandrian, 1850)

Manuscript Base: only 6 Greek mss, all 
12th cent. or later, 5 Byzantine

Manuscript Base: newly discovered, 
older, Alexandrian Greek mss



Hermeneutics—Text (NT)

New Testament Text
Erasmus Lachmann

(Pre-Critical, Byzantine, 1516) (Critical, Alexandrian, 1850)

Others
(“Textus Receptus” = “Received Text”)

Westcott & Hort
(“Critical Text,” 1881)

KJV (1611) RV (1885)



Hermeneutics—Canon, Text, Translation

Canon

Text

TranslationTranslation



Hermeneutics—Translation

Translation Theory

Literal

Dynamic

Paraphrase

(Formal [Word] Equivalence)

(Dynamic [Phrase] Equivalence)

(Loose [Idea] Equivalence)

NASB: “whom God displayed publicly 
as a propitiation in His blood through 
faith”

HCSB: “God presented him as a 
propitiation through faith in His blood”

The Message: “God sacrificed Jesus 
on the altar of the world to clear that 
world of sin. Having faith in him sets 
us in the clear..”

Rom 3:25



Hermeneutics—Translation

Translation Editions
Literal           Dynamic     Paraphrase

KJV 1611 
NKJV 1982 
RV 1885 
ASV 1901 
NASB 1971 
RSV 1952 
NRSV 1990 
ESV 2001

NEB 1961 
TEV 1966 
GNB 1976 
REB 1990 
CEV 1995 
NLT 1996 
NIV 1978 
HCSB 2000 
TNIV 2002

Philips 1958 
Taylor 1962 
LBP 1971 
The Message 2002



Hermeneutics—Translation

Translation Choice

1. Translation Base

2. Translation Theory

3. Audience Profile

4. Reading Purpose
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Describing the Bible
Content Overview



Content Summary

 28



Content Summary

 29

Pentateuch
Gen 1–11 Creation, Fall, Flood, Bable
Gen 12–50 Patriarchs: Abraham to 

JosephExod 1–18 Exodus
Exod 19—Num 10 Sinai
Num 11–36 Wilderness
Deut Moses’s Sermon

Historical
Josh—Judg 2:5 Conquest
Judg 2:6—1 Sam 7 Tribes
1 Sam 8–15 Kingdom: Saul
1 Sam 16—1 Kgs 11 Kingdom: David, Solomon
1 Kgs 12—2 Kgs 17 Division: Judah, Israel, 

Assyria2 Kgs 18–25 Destruction: Judah, 
Babylon

(Historical)
1–2 Chron Creation, Kingdom, Exile
Ezra—Neh Return
Esther Persia

Prophets
Isa, Amos, Mic, Hos, 

Jonah
1 Kgs 12—2 Kgs 17 (8th)

Jer, Lan, Nah, Hab, 
Zeph

2 Kgs 18–25 (7th–6th)

Ezek, Obad, Dan, Isa2 Exile
Hag, Zech, Mal, Joel Postexilic

Writings
Job Theodicy
Psalms Poetry, Piety, Worship
Proverbs, Eccles Widsom
Song of Songs Erotic Love Song



Explaining the Exile
Behind canon development 
Four main answers 

Answer #1: God’s punishment—judgment on sin, inevitable catastrophe (Deut, Josh, 
Judg, Sam, Kgs, Lam, Isa 1–39, Hosh, Amos, Mic, Zeph, Obad, Nah, Hab) 
Answer #2: God’s election—unilateral promise, inevitable redemption (Gen 2–50, 
Exod 1–24, 32–34, Num 11–36) 
Answer #3:  God’s inscrutability—stop asking why (Job) 
Answer #4: God’s sovereignty—not Law, not sin, just inexorable divine justice 
(Ezek)

 30



Surviving the Exile
Four main issues 

Issue #1: Identity—What is Judaism? 
Ezra’s reforms—priestly core (law, temple cult, proper practice, authority of Aaron) 
Supported by Hag, Zech 1–8; critiqued by Mal; rejected by Isa 55–60 

Issue #2: Diversity—Should we accommodate the Greco-Roman world? 
Hellenization, new Diaspora Judaism 
Legacy of individual writers such as Philo, Josephus 

Issue #3:  Dynasty—What becomes of the Davidic dynasty? 
Messianic expectations 
Psalms (5 books give rise, fall, restoration), 1–2 Chron

 31
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Reading the Bible
History, Archeology, Geography, Life



History
Land bridge of the Fertile Crescent 
Empires, rulers, city-states, tribes 

Sumerians and Mesopotamia (Akkadians, Assyrians, Babylonians) 
Hurrians, Hittites, Egyptians, Persians, Greeks, Romans 
Hyksos, “Seas Peoples,” Philistines 

Syria/Palestine caught in the middle 
Backdrop to Israel’s story (slavery, exodus, conquest, nationhood, exile, Maccabean 
revolt, Hasmonean dynasty, Herodian dynasty, Jewish War)
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Bronze Age (3000–1220) 
Early (3000–2000, Ebla tablets, cuneiform script adopted by Semites) 
Middle (2000–1550, Hyksos violence on Jericho) 
Late (1550–1220, El Armana, Ugarit, Jericho conquest) 

Caution on “assured results” 
Question of Jericho conquest (Josh 6–8) 
Question of size of “City of David”

Archeology
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Geography
Significant impact on narrative background 
Four main regions 

Coastal Plain 
Central Highlands 
Jordan Rift 
Transjordan
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Life
Social polarization 

Empires: good agriculture (wealth, economy, middle class) = less social polarization 
Small nation states: hard agriculture (landed agrarian elite, leisure vs. tenant 
farmers) 

Rezin of Damascus, Israel, Judah 
Exile changes: Judeans evolve into social middle class in empire economy

 40



Life
Religious legitimation 

Gods and goddesses tied to national security, royal dynasty, right to rule 
Importance of priestly cast, cult, temple rites 
Canaan: tied to nature: Hadad storm-god (Baal), Philistine Dagon, Ashtart 

Cultural  
Sumer: Atrahasis Epic (gods create humanity for agriculture, life cycles) 
Babylon: Enuma Elish Epic (Marduk’s ascendency tied to Babylonian legitimation) 
Mesopotamia: Gilgamesh Epic (Gilgamesh looses longevity plant to a serpent)

 41
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Studying the Bible
Methodology as Interpretation



Kinds of Methods
Textual Criticism (what the text is) 
Literary Criticism (what the text says) 
Historical Methods (how the text developed) 

Modern (Classic) 
Source Criticism: Documentary Hypothesis (doublets, vocabulary, contradictions) 
Form Criticism: oral formation period (“setting in life”) 
Redaction Criticism: editorial activity (theological themes) 
Tradition Criticism: shared traditions (exodus) 
Historical Criticism: vetted history (date, setting, composition stages)  44



Kinds of Methods
Historical Methods (how the text developed) 

Post-Modern (Classic) 
Social Scientific: social science models (honor-shame, patron-client) 
Post-Modern Literary: narrative, structural, reader-response 
Advocacy, Ideological: reading text to support underprivileged, disenfranchised 

Theological Synthesis (nature of God, humans, relationship)

 45
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