
Final Exam Review 
Acts 19–28 

 
Acts 13–28 
 1. OVERALL STRUCTURE. Be able to outline the Part 2 structure of Acts (13–28) 

related to Paul and messianic Israel’s world mission. 
 2. PAUL’S LETTERS. Be able to list the mission trips, the letters of Paul associated in 

connection with each, and the likely dates for these letters. 
 
3MJ—Acts 19–20 
 1. EPHESUS. Briefly state and explain the “four mute points” in Luke’s account of 

Paul’s Ephesian ministry and how we know about these issues from Paul’s own 
letters. Which two of these are the most significant for the Acts narrative? 

 2. What three important observations can be made as one overviews Paul’s Ephesian 
ministry as developed by Luke? What does the Apollos story contribute to this 
picture? The disciples of John the Baptist? The Hall of Tyrannus? The special 
miracles? The seven sons of Sceva? The burning of books of magic? Where was 
Paul’s ministry heading? 

 3. What Pauline letters do the events of the 3MJ provide background? Think in terms 
of location (Ephesus, Macedonia, Corinth). 

 4. The silversmith’s riot is narrated immediately after what decision by Paul (cf. 
19:21)? Why is this back-to-back placement significant? 

 5. Of all the dangers Paul apparently faced at Ephesus, why does Luke choose to 
narrate the silversmith’s riot? (Hint: thematic development of the character of Paul) 
What later incident in Jerusalem will parallel this thematic development? 

 6. The last part of the 3MJ is parallel to what other MJ situation? In what way? 
 
Journey to Jerusalem 
 1. PAUL’S PLANS. This involves a series of six passages crucial to an understanding of 

Paul’s Journey to Jerusalem. Consolidate this entire discussion in the following 
three steps. For your convenience for looking them up in the notes, here are the six 
passages: 
 

 PLACE PASSAGE CONTEXT 
 1. 3MJ—Ephesus 19:21 Paul, just before silversmiths’ riot ends ministry 
 2. 3MJ—Miletus 20:22–23 Paul’s sermon to Ephesian elders 
 3. 3MJ—Tyre 21:4 Tyrian disciples under inspiration of Spirit 
 4. 3MJ—Caesarea 21:10–12 Prophet Agabus with judgment pronouncement 
 5. Jerusalem 22:17–21 Temple vision in Paul’s address to riotous mob 
 6. Jerusalem 23:11 Antonia vision after the failed mob speech 

 
1.1 Overview each passage. Take each passage and briefly provide an exegetical 

overview of the key issues and significant points made in class lectures. 
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1.2 Summarize the results. Provide a concise restatement of the main results of 
these exegetical observations as given in lecture. 

1.3 State the conclusions. Provide a concise statement of the conclusions drawn in 
class. 

 2. PAUL’S DOWNWARD SPIRAL. What two plot developments does Luke use to show 
Paul in an ever-increasing inability to use good judgment while in Jerusalem? What 
three appeals by Paul in the Jerusalem fiasco further this theme of Paul’s downward 
spiral using ever more desperate maneuvers to get himself out of trouble, but 
getting ever deeper into trouble? 

 
Caesarea 
 1. PAUL’S INNOCENCE. Summarize the four ways Paul’s innocence is reiterated in the 

Acts narrative after Paul’s arrival in Jerusalem. 
 2. What are the two reasons for Felix’s detention of Paul? What is Luke indicating 

about Felix? What is Luke indicating about Paul? Why did Festus want to return 
jurisdiction of Paul’s case to Jerusalem? What did this do to Paul’s situation? What 
reasons did Paul have that his fears should have been considered unfounded? 

 3. AGRIPPA II’S LITERARY ROLE. What is significant about the history of Agrippa II 
for the narrative in Acts? What is Agrippa II’s literary role within the narrative in 
Acts? What is his role external to the narrative in Acts (i.e., in terms of Luke and 
his audience)? 

 4. PAUL’S APOLOGIA. What is the contextual setting of Paul’s defense before 
Agrippa II? What does this contribute to our understanding of the nature of the 
verdict rendered? 

 5. What two key elements in Paul’s defense before Agrippa II play right into Luke’s 
hand in a subtle way for developing his plotline about Paul’s presence in Jerusalem? 
(Hint: Acts 26:9, 14). 

 
Journey to Rome 
 1. VOYAGE AND SHIPWRECK. What point does Luke attempt to prove in the dramatic 

story of Paul’s voyage and shipwreck on the way to Rome? (Hint: God’s will 
overcoming all obstacles). 

 2. The narrative parameters of Paul’s voyage and shipwreck are parallel to what other 
element of the plotline in Acts and in what way? The Journey to Rome, then, in 
these terms could be called, metaphorically, a journey _______________________. 
How so? How is Acts 27:21 key to this development? 

 3. What is the implied narrative significance from the authorial point of view that 
Luke silently communicates through where the second “we section” ends and the 
third “we section” begins? 

 4. Identify the specific ways Luke uses words from Paul’s own lips or implied in 
Paul’s own action as self-incriminating commentary on Paul’s story in the 
following narratives: 
29.1 Temple Vision (Acts 22:17–21) 
29.2 Antonia Vision (Acts 23:11; cf. 25:11) 
29.3 Third Damascus Road (Apologia to Agrippa II, Acts 26:9) 
29.4 Storm at Sea (Acts 27:21) 
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 5. SEA VISION. What is the common context and function of this vision compared 
with Paul’s Antonia Vision in Jerusalem? What does Paul do that shows he finally 
has submitted fully to the will of God in stark contrast to his recent behavior in the 
Journey to Jerusalem? This is the last of Paul’s visions in the narrative of Acts. 
Though brief, why is this one significant enough for Dr. Stevens to call it “the 
keystone of all the others”? (Hint: context, response, result). How does this vision 
provide the fulcrum for the two themes of the Stephen Speech as played out in 
Paul’s story in Acts? 

 6. MALTA. What is the narrative significance of placing Paul’s island experiences at 
Malta immediately after Paul’s Sea Vision? What common function do all of these 
island incidents have related to the Pauline mission?  

 7. PUTEOLI/FORUM OF APPIUS. What is signified (ironically) within the Acts 
narrative movement through Paul’s extraordinarily positive reception by the Roman 
church? How does Luke emphasize this signification within the narrative? 

 8. ROME. How do Paul’s words quoting the prophet Isaiah in Acts 28:26 fulfill the 
“dark side” theme of the Stephen speech? Now that the end of the narrative has 
been reached, provide illustrations of this theme to demonstrate how Luke 
consistently has developed this idea related to corporate Israel throughout Acts. 

 9. Briefly explain the significance according to Stevens of Luke’s last three verbs used 
to characterize Paul in Rome (lived, welcomed, proclaimed). 
9.1 Lived. Residence in Rome. This breaks down into Paul’s residence, Paul’s two 

years, and Paul’s purpose (Acts 1:8, Puteoli narrative, Hellenist movement). 
9.2 Welcomed. Hospitality in Rome. This breaks down into considering the nature 

of Paul’s hospitality and who likely visited him. 
9.3 Proclaimed. Proclamation in Rome. This breaks down into considering the 

context of Paul’s gospel within the background of Rome and her empire, that 
is, Rome’s gospel, Rome’s peace. 

 10. The ending of Acts seems literarily unfinished if one considers that Luke was intent 
to show Paul before Caesar for one more restatement of the Damascus Road. 
However, from within the narrative itself, what themes find their fulfillment in the 
ending of Acts as it stands? 

 11. What Lukan perspective does the overall construction of Luke-Acts suggest about 
the story Luke is developing, its relationship to the issue of the kingdom of God, 
and what the Acts ending suggests about this story? 

 12. Luke is the only New Testament writer to mention the Ascension. What message 
does the Ascension have when integrated into the story in Acts about a new vision 
of the people of God and their mission? 

 
Greek Translation  
 1. GREEK TEXT. Be prepared to translate verses from the Greek text of Acts. These 

verses will be restricted to homework translation assignments. Be prepared to locate 
specified verbs.  

 2. DICTIONARY. A Greek dictionary may be used. However, this resource may not 
be an extensive Greek lexicon.  


