
Sermon on the Mount 
Final Exam Review 

 
For organizing your thoughts, note that the exegetical material breaks down into two 
major sections: 

(1) 6:19–7:12, The Life of Prayer 
(2) 7:13–27, Concluding Admonitions 

You will need to be able to play out Guelich’s main observations and points in each of 
these units. The following are some significant avenues of exploration toward this end, 
but are not intended as an exhaustive list of what might appear on the exam. 
 
(1) Mt. 6:19–7:12, The Life of Prayer 
 1. General. What is the general nature of the material in 6:19–7:12? Is this section a 

tightly integrated set of carefully selected material? 
 1.2. What is Bornkamm’s thesis about what structures this material? Does Guelich 

agree with this thesis in his own presentation? 
 1.3 What is Guelich’s idea of how all these different units within 6:19–7:12 

cohere together? With this idea in mind, how would Guelich label this broad 
section of 6:19–712? 

 2. Treasure (6:19–21). What is the problem with the translation “worm” in this unit? 
What alternate word figures into the translation tradition here? What is the probable 
reason for the use of this alternate word? 

 2.2. What does the “treasure” likely consist of in the original setting?  
 2.3. What does the language “dig through” reflect from the first-century setting?  
 2.4. Even though Jewish parallels exist with the theme of “treasures in heaven,” 

what sets this material off as distinctive in how Jesus framed the issue?  
 2.5. What important shift in focus takes place in verse 21? Why is this shift 

important?  
 3. Lamp (6:22–23). The “eye/lamp” analogy actually is unclear and has two options 

for its meaning. What are these options, and which one does Guelich take? 
 3.2. Why does the modifier “sound” come somewhat as a surprise? How does 

Guelich resolve the problem from the sacrificial world?  
 3.3. What is the simple equation the analogy develops between body and eye?  
 3.4. Guelich relates the “light in you” phrase to what concept? That is, is this 

reality a physical organ, the conscience, or reason, or something else? What 
kind of commitment then is a functional part of the “call” of this verse?  

 4. Masters (6:24). This last unit in the opening triad of units reveals that the common 
denominator of all three is what? 

 4.2. What petitions in the Lord’s Prayer does this triad of units illustrate?  
 4.3. Guelich makes an excellent observation about the very nature of the verb 

“serve” used in this unit. What is this observation?  
 4.4. For translating “mammon,” would Guelich opt for “property/material 

possessions” or “money/wealth”? Why?  
 4.5. Does Guelich think the transition from this unit to the next is awkward or 

smooth? Why?  
 5. Anxiety (6:25–34). This unit offers the correlative to what in the Lord’s Prayer? 
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  5.2. To what category of sayings does this unit belong?  
 5.3. The connotations about “do not be anxious” here have two major options: 

(1) expressing an attitude of mind or (2) a striving after or putting forth an 
effort. What does Guelich decide about the matter? In other words, is this 
calling for a simplistic lack of concern, or does this rule out forethought in 
responsible living?  

 5.4. What is the problem with the additional phrase, “or drink” in v. 25 in some 
manuscripts? What has likely influenced this addition, according to Guelich?  

  5.5. The question, “is not your life more than food?” follows a standard Jewish 
argumentation style of moving from _________ to _________.  

 5.6. The Greek words behind the translations “one hour” and “life span” in v. 27 
usually refer to spatial measurement (length), so does Guelich think the 
context  argues for or against the normal temporal (time) meaning regularly 
used in translations?  

 5.7. Does Guelich think the word translated as “lilies” in v. 28 refers to a specific 
species of flowers in Palestine?  

 5.8. The words “labor” and “spin” refers to what social realities in place in the 
first-century world?  

 5.9. Who also used the splendor of Solomon as a common proverbial saying?  
 5.10. What is the function of v. 31?  
 5.11. A kingdom person’s concern for food and clothing should be balanced out by 

what reality about God?  
 5.12. The often quoted words in v. 33 really are quite complex in the interpretive 

issues they raise. For example, the word translated “first” in v. 33 can be taken 
in two ways, either as (1) first in a series (first do this, but then also do that), 
or as (2) above all else. Which option does Guelich choose?  

 5.13. What are the interpretive issues in how to understand “seek” in v. 33? How 
does Guelich understand the meaning?  

 5.14. What are the interpretive issues in how to understand “kingdom” in v. 33? 
How does Guelich understand the meaning?  

 5.15. What are the interpretive issues in how to understand “his righteousness” in v. 
33? How does Guelich understand the meaning?  

 5.16. The repeated command in v. 34 Guelich understands as crucial or anticlimatic 
and redundant?  

 6. Judging (7:1–5). To what part of the Lord’s Prayer does this unit correspond? 
 6.2. Matthew has reworked this admonition so that the unit can function in what 

way in regard to the Antitheses? Since many uses of “to judge” exist, both in 
Greek and in English, what definition of judging is in place here? 

 6.3 The divine passive in “lest you be judged” sets the scene with reference to 
what event, and reminds the hearer of what about God? 

 6.4 In this context, one’s response to others betrays either of what two realities in 
a person’s life? 

 6.5 The “speck” and “beam” language in vv. 3–4 rhetorically is to be understood 
as what? 

 6.6 The term “hypocrite” in v. 5 regularly in Matthew is applied to what group? 
So, who does Guelich think is addressed as “hypocrite” here? Why? 
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 6.7 What is the interpretive problem for understanding the concluding admonition 
in v. 5? That is, is the passage teaching that if one first deals with one’s own 
problems, then one is at liberty to insert oneself into the problems of others? 
Or, does the passage teach not judging at all? What does Guelich think? 

 7. Dogs and Swine (7:6). What is the major problem with this verse? That is, does the 
verse stand alone without any connection, or does the verse have some relationship 
to the immediate context? How have most recent commentators understood the 
verse? 

 7.2. How does Guelich solve the problem? That is, he still thinks the verse fits in 
because of how all the units in this section correspond to successive units of 
what? With that correspondence in mind, to what situation does Guelich think 
the verse applies? 

 7.3 The problematic phrase, “what is holy,” Guelich thinks most likely refers to 
what life setting? 

 7.4 In the first-century world of the Jews, of what are the images of “dogs” and 
“swine” typical symbols? Thus, 7:6 functions as metaphor rather than what? 

 8. Answered Prayer (7:7–11). What is the major problem with this unit? That is, does 
the verse stand alone without any connection, or does the verse have some 
relationship to the immediate context? 

 8.2. What structuring clue does Guelich observe about an assurance motif related 
to the Lord’s Prayer? Thus, the Lord’s prayer and its commentary in these 
successive units is bracketed by what promise? 

 8.3 In short, since the content of the request remains unspecified, what does 
Guelich think the request envisioned here encompasses? 

 8.4 Does Guelich think the “knocking” is a metaphor for prayer or an allegory for 
entrance into the kingdom? 

 8.5 What do “bread” and “fish” in these rhetorical questions illustrate within the 
first-century social setting? What is the direct connection of “bread” and 
“fish” to the other images of “stone” and “serpent” that Guelich observes? 

 8.6 For Matthew’s “good gifts,” what does the corresponding saying in Luke 
have? Does Luke in this way completely change Matthew’s meaning? How 
does Guelich explain the two different readings in Matthew and Luke? 

 8.7 What is important structurally about the phrase “to those who ask him”? What 
does this form from a literary point of view in Guelich’s view? So prayer in 
the kingdom for Matthew not only is a matter uttered by one’s voice but what 
else? 

 9. Golden Rule (7:12). What is the major problem with this verse? That is, does the 
verse stand alone without any connection, or does the verse have some relationship 
to the immediate context? 

 9.2. What does Guelich determine is the function of 7:12 in relationship to Jesus’ 
opening statement about the Law and Prophets in 5:17? 

 9.3 Is the content of 7:12 unique in the ancient world? Guelich concludes that the 
Goldern Rule must be seen against what background? How does this 
background connect directly to the theme of the Law and the Prophets that 
opened the entire section, according to Geulich? 
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 9.4 Since the “Law and the Prophets” conclusion is missing in Luke, the phrase 
most likely derives from whom, according to Guelich? As a way to refer to 
the Scriptures as a whole, how does this phrase work with the fulfillment 
motif in terms of Jesus’ coming? 

 
 (2) Mt. 7:13–27, The Narrow Gate 
 1. Setting. Identify the three units into which Guelich divides this section. All three 

units represent admonitions to do what? 
 1.2 The first unit indicates that one’s response is not _______. The second unit 

indicates that this response is easily _______. The third unit indicates that this 
response unless based on a firm foundation is headed for _______. 

 2. Narrow Gate (7:13–14). The exhortation to enter through the narrow gate repeats 
the earlier warning given in what verse? 

 2.1 The manuscript evidence indicates what two options about the word “gate” 
that occurs both in verse 13 and in verse 14? 

 2.2 The Greek adjective frequently translated “easy” actually denotes what, 
according to Guelich? 

 2.3 Is the imagery of the “two ways” distinctive to Jesus? 
 2.4 To what does the word “destruction” refer in this context, according to 

Guelich? 
 2.5 Maintaining a consistency with his general approach, “life” in this context for 

Guelich represents but another expression for what? So this idea here 
corresponds to what type of sayings in 5:20 and 7:21? 

 2.6 “Find” has what connotation? That is, is this simply the discovery of 
something  hidden? So, this involves a personal decision to what? 

 2.7 So what does entering the narrow gate mean? If this is not meant as a call to 
live an ethical life according to the teachings of Jesus, or as a call to take 
courage, leave the masses behind, and follow the struggling path of mission, 
then what kind of call is this? 

 3. False Prophets (7:15). While the identity of the false prophets is disputed, where 
do they operate, according to Guelich, creating concern for Matthew? 

 3.2 What is the likely identity of the false prophets, if one takes into consideration 
other statements in Matthew, such as in 10:17 and 16:6? What particular 
suggestions have been made that might be considered within this category—
that is, what specific groups? (Guelich gives about seven possibilities.) 

 3.3 What is the connection of this unit with the expected eschatological 
appearance of false prophets in Jesus’ final discourse in 24:11–12? 

 3.4 Does the “sheep’s clothing” imagery help or hinder the idea of where these 
false prophets operate as identified in 3.1 above? Does the “ravenous wolves” 
imagery help or hinder this idea? How does Guelich resolve the conflict? 
What does Guelich mean by Matthew’s “dual focus” of language such as 
“hypocrites” or “scribes and Pharisees” in his Gospel? How does this make 
Matthew’s context similar to that reflected in the letters of Paul? 

 4. Results (7:16–20). The first image is fruits. Does Guelich think this known-by-
their-fruits idea is a present reality for his community? In other words, what is the 
tense of the verb “know” in this passage? What inference does Guelich draw from 
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this, that is, to what does this tense point ahead? If Guelich is correct, then why do 
we constantly quote this verse as a promise about present revelation of true 
character, when the immediate imagery just used is about wolves in sheep’s 
clothing? 

 4.2 The second image is a proverb. “Grapes from thorns” makes what 
fundamental point about people? 

 4.3 The third image is trees. What element does Matthew mix into the idea by 
shifting from Luke’s “rotten fruit” to that of “evil fruits”? This change betrays 
Matthew’s orientation on what? 

 4.4 In comments on 7:20, what does Guelich suggest is the appropriate response 
of believers to the presence of “wolves” in the community? 

 5. False Ministry (7:21–23). What is the general approach by a number of scholars to 
this unit in connection to the previous unit? That is, do scholars think the 
fundamental topic changes from 7:16–20 to 7:21–23? Does Guelich agree? Why, or 
why not? 

 5.2 Related to the community of faith, what kind of saying does Guelich think 
Matthew has formulated here in the opening verses? 

 5.3 In terms of “insider” and “outsider” language, what does the use of the 
terminology “Lord” itself reveal about the identity of these individuals? 

 5.4 What does Matthew include as a significant component to expressing the 
content of God’s “will,” which the Sermon itself illustrates? Is this content to 
be understood as a more rigorous keeping of the Mosaic Law? Is this content 
to be understood as an amorphous love ethic summarized in the love 
commandment? 

 5.5 What does Guelich mean when he says: “Put another way, those seeking to 
live and to influence others live under the ‘Sinai Torah,’ . . . had not accepted 
Jesus Messiah and the accompanying ‘Zion Torah.’ 

 5.6 What other verse in Matthew does Guelich connect to the use of “many” in 
the phrase “many will say” in 7:22? That is, the “many” here may allude to 
what group mentioned elsewhere in the Gospel? 

 5.7 What background does the phrase “in that day” have, and to what reality does 
this phrase point here in 7:22? 

 5.8 What characters already described in a previous unit would be making the 
“Lord, Lord” ministry claims, according to Guelich? What phrasing reveals 
that this claim actually functions as a personal power trip rather than genuine 
ministry? To what group would this power trip correspond in the life of Jesus? 

 5.9 Why is the translation “lawlessness” somewhat inadequate? Whose work does 
this translation fail to identify clearly? Why not simply exchange Jesus’ 
interpretation of the Law for the Law of Moses, and define lawlessness 
accordingly? That is, what gets an entirely new starting point other than the 
Mosaic Law with the coming of Messiah? So, “lawlessness” as meant in this 
context really is not a denial of doing the Law, but doing what with the Law, 
which then gives the “lawlessness” concept a touch of irony? 

 6. Closing Parable (7:24–27). Does ending the Sermon with a parable stand as 
common or uncommon in typical Jewish discourse? 
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 6.2 The expression “these words” clearly refers to what in this context? What 
claim does this make on personal authority? Does this authority claim go 
beyond the rabbis? Does this authority claim go beyond even the prophets? 

 6.3 If one compares the teaching in 25:1–13, what does “be wise” here mean? 
What would be a “wise” response? 

 6.4 What Palestinian situation does the wording, “The rain came down, the 
torrents came, the winds blew” find its direct meaning? 

 6.5 If the idea of “disciples” to whom the Sermon originally was addressed now 
stands for Matthew’s community, why would this community need reminding 
of the demands of discipleship? That is, what threat outside and what threat 
inside the community could lead to apostasy? 

 6.6 The “storm” idea pictured here most likely refers to what? 
 

(3) Personal Reflection 
 3.1 Commentary. You are nearing the end of your initial journey into the Sermon 

on the Mount. Take some time to think back through the main outlines of 
Guelich’s commentary on the Sermon. Identify at least 3 or 4 major exegetical 
points and ideas that you learned from Guelich that have had a significant 
impact on your thinking about the meaning of the Sermon on the Mount.  

 3.2 Threaded Discussion. Take some time to think back through the threaded 
discussions. Identify at least 3 or 4 major ministry points and ideas that you 
learned from fellow class members that have had a significant impact on your 
thinking about the meaning of the Sermon on the Mount. 

 


