
Exploring the New Testament 
Second Sectional Exam Review 

Jewish Life  
 1. GROUPS. Discuss the major groups of Judaism as given in class in terms of 

history, institution, and beliefs.  
 2. Identify four areas of disagreement between Jesus and the Pharisees.  
 3. Explain how Pharisaism becomes normative Judaism.  
 4. Discuss Qumran, the history, the institution, the beliefs.  
 5. Identify and discuss four characteristic beliefs of Rabbinic Judaism. Focus on 

monotheism (creation, accountability), election (Israel, covenant, land), 
Torah/Temple (law, ritual, life), and messianism (eschatology, age to come). See 
Ferguson, pp. 537–53, for general discussion. 

 6. INSTITUTIONS. Describe the Institutions of Judaism as given in class.  
• Temple—Know the sequence of the courts of the temple. Explain why the 

temple was fundamental to Israel’s ritual and religion (prescribed in the Law of 
Moses, etc.) 

• Feasts and Fast—Be able to identify the historical context and religious 
significance of the feasts and fast.  

• Law—Explain why Ezra is the crucial figure for understanding the 
preeminence of law in post-exilic Israel. How do the Pharisees contribute to the 
emphasis on law, and what is their central contribution? Give an example of 
the oral law in the New Testament.  

• Synagogue—Trace the development of the synagogue and what geographical 
area is notable for the development of synagogue worship 

• Sanhedrin—Explain briefly the history of the development of the Sanhedrin, 
and the issue of the death penalty related to the trial of Jesus.  

 7. LITERATURE. Apocrypha. Describe the placement, source, and date of the 
Apocrypha. Use Athanasius and Jerome to describe the contrasting views on the 
books of the Apocrypha in Christian use, and who Protestants tended to follow. 
Give an example book from the Apocrypha for each the following kinds of 
literature represented: historical, moralistic novel, didactic, and apocalyptic. 
Explain why the Apocrypha is our literary “bridge” from the Old Testament to the 
New Testament.  

 8. Pseudepigrapha. Describe in general books of the Pseudepigrapha as additional 
Jewish religious literature. Explain why they fell into disuse among Jews. 
Describe the most important genre in this category—apocalyptic—in terms of 
context, doctrine, and prominent features. Use the following graphic to describe 
the two-age dualism of Jewish apocalyptic. 
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 9. Individuals. Identify Philo as an Alexandrian Jew and briefly explain his 
interpretive method. Describe the background of Josephus and give his two most 
important works as a historian.  

 10. Qumran. Explain the significance of the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 
terms of the biblical text, eschatology, and Jewish observance. Identify four 
important community writings.  

 11. Rabbinic. Associate the main periods of development of the Talmud with Jewish 
and Christian history: (1) Scribes = Ezra; (2) Pairs = Hasmonean; (3) Teachers = 
New Testament; (4) Speakers = Church Fathers.  

 12. Teachers. Focus on the period of the Teachers. Identify the two rival schools, the 
revered sages, and post-war realities that forced substitutions. Of the Teachers, 
identify Gamaliel (Paul’s teacher), Zakkai (war survivor reconstituting Pharisees 
at Jamnia), Akiba (pronounced Simon bar Kochba as messiah in Second Jewish 
War, 133– 135), and Judah (codified the oral Mishnah in 220 A.D.). Identify the 
Mishnah, Gemara, and Talmud. Identify the Targums and their context. Specify 
the difference in the oral tradition between haggadah material and halakah 
material.  

 
Gospel Literature  
 1. GENRE. Gospel. Explain the term “gospel” as used in the Jewish, Roman, and 

Christian worlds. Know “kerygma” as a technical term and a form of preaching in 
terms of purpose, coverage, core, and an illustration of its basic outline as 
discovered by C. H. Dodd.  

 2. Development. Describe the two basic collections foundational to the gospel’s 
growth, and give reasons why the gospel eventually was written down. What is 
meant by the “apocryphal gospels”? What good are they?  

 3. COMPOSITION. What type of methodology are source, form, and redaction 
criticism? What stage of the gospel material does each method study? Briefly 
overview each methodology in terms of movement, effort, key contribution, and 
result.  

 4. Source Criticism. Define the term “synoptic problem.” Briefly explain the two 
major proposals for a solution in terms of composition theories. Be able to 
reproduce the graphic diagram that summarizes the Four Source Theory and be 
able to explain the theory and the meaning of the letters.  

 5. Form Criticism. Explain the concept of “situation in life.” Briefly describe the 
“pronouncement story” as an example of a form in the gospel material. Identify at 
least two weaknesses of form criticism.  

 6. Redaction Criticism. Explain the redactional goal as a process. Identify at least 
two weaknesses of redaction criticism.  

 7. THE JESUS QUEST. First Quest. Overview the origins of the Jesus Quest in the 
context of the Enlightenment of the 17th and 18th centuries, and the “lives of 
Jesus” that followed. What were the emphases in the portrait of Jesus that 
emerged? What is the significance of Albert Schweitzer in this original quest? 
What portrait of Jesus did Schweitzer paint?  

 8. Second Quest. Explain why Bultmann’s students basically rejected his own 
existential solution to the Jesus Quest after the devastating critique of Schweitzer, 
and the newer methodologies they brought to bear on the task of finding the 
historical Jesus. What American group represents this second quest, sometimes 
called the “Quest in the West”? What portrait of Jesus has emerged in this quest?  

 9. Third Quest. What did the text mean by a third quest? What kind of portrait of 
Jesus is heavily emphasized in this iteration of the quest?  

 10. Issues. What are some perennial issues that crop up in any quest for the historical 
Jesus?  
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 11. THE LIFE OF JESUS. Identify and briefly explain the two major difficulties 
that confront anyone attempting to put together a “life of Jesus” from the 
historical material available in the Gospels. Explain how the peculiar nature of the 
biographical coverage of the Gospels complicates this attempt in the first place. 
(What is the main focus of any Gospel?)  

 12. Matthew’s Nativity. Identify two unique elements of Matthew’s nativity story and 
what themes these carry for Matthew.  

 13. Luke’s Nativity. Identify two unique elements of Luke’s nativity story and what 
themes these carry for Luke.  

 14. THE TEACHING OF JESUS. Jesus’s Death. What were the trial charges 
brought against Jesus by his enemies? What historical basis did these charges 
have? Explain Jesus’ perspective on his own death through: (1) the three 
distinctive images he used to explain his death and (2) how he reinterpreted a 
symbolic meal.  

 15. Kingdom of God. Discuss the difficulty in understanding the teaching of Jesus 
related to the Kingdom of God along the two lines of its present and future 
dimensions. What are the four major solutions to this paradox?  

 16. Eschatology. Be able to fill out a diagram representing Jewish eschatology and its 
Christian adaptation that illustrates the solution of inaugurated eschatology.  

 17. Torah. Explain the problem of Jesus and the law. That is, what ambiguous ideas 
have to be understood? What is the typical Pharisaic view of Jesus’ approach, but 
what did Jesus see in their traditions? What happened to Torah when Messiah 
actually arrived?  

 18. Israel. Explain the problem of Jesus and Israel. That is, does Jesus conceive of 
true Israel nationalistically? What are the three elements of Jesus’ teaching on the 
true Israel in terms of his person, his disciples, and his understanding of its 
character?  

 
The Synoptic Gospels  
 1. HISTORICAL CONTEXT. Be ready to answer objective questions related to 

the historical context for each of the four Gospels in terms of authorship, date, 
occasion and purpose, etc.  

 2. GENERAL CONTENT. Be ready to state the general theme(s) of each Gospel 
and to provide a basic outline with chapter divisions.  

 3. MARK. General. Why would we start with Mark? With whom is this Gospel 
connected in the tradition, and usually where? What did Papias in particular 
observe about Mark that actually is a possible explanation for some of what 
motivated Matthew and Luke to write their own Gospels? 

 4. Authorship/Date. Give a brief statement of traditions on authorship. What is the 
argument for a pre-Jewish war date? 

 5. Structure. Explain Mark’s two-part structure in terms of the question raised, the 
conflict engaged, and the basic theological focus.  

 6. Intercalation. Explain Mark’s technique of intercalation, and give an example of 
how this technique helps in the process of interpretation.  

 7. Ending. Explain the problem with the ending of the Gospel of Mark. What 
conclusion should be drawn from the evidence?  

 8. MATTHEW. Authorship/Date. All traditions about Matthew’s authorship of the 
Gospel of Matthew trace back essentially to the tradition derived from Papias, but 
what did Papias actually say, and what are the three major ambiguities in Papias’s 
statement?  

 9. Purpose. What, in particular, were the proposals of Bacon, Davies, and Kümmel 
about the purpose of Matthew?  

 10. Structure. Be ready to explain Matthew’s five-fold literary structure. Explain that 
the sequence is narrative, then discourse, and that the discourse plays out or 
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provides interpretation to what has been presented in the preceding narrative. 
Thus, the Sermon on the Mount is a way of interpreting the Galilean ministry. 
Provide the five cycles in terms of the basic focus of each and their chapters.  

 11. Fulfillment. In what ways does Matthew show how Jesus fulfills Israel’s story and 
Israel’s law? What does Matthew’s seem to say about the Israel question, that is, 
the church, the Twelve, and Israel?  

 12. Christology. Identify why scholars would characterize Matthew as having a “high 
Christology.”  

 13. Sermon/Mount. In terms of kingdom obedience, what are our problems in how to 
understand the daunting demands of Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount?  

 14. Anti-Semitism. Why might someone read the Gospel of Matthew and charge 
Matthew with being anti-Semitic?  

 15. LUKE-ACTS. Composition. What is the evidence for one work in two volumes 
for Luke and Acts?  

 16. Authorship. Often brought as an argument against Lukan authorship is the issue of 
Paul. Explain the problem in terms of Paul’s letters, Paul’s relationship with 
Jerusalem, and Paul’s theology as pictured in Acts.  

 17. Purpose. Explicitly, what does Luke indicate about his purpose in the prologue to 
his Gospel? Implicitly, what three areas does Luke seem to address by the way he 
tells the story in terms of the Roman, Jewish, and Gentile worlds? What statement 
could one make in observing a unified literary purpose between both the Gospel 
and Acts?  

 18. Themes. What are some primary themes in Luke? How does Luke use Jesus’ 
inaugural sermon in the synagogue at Nazareth?  

 19. Journey to Jerusalem. Where does the famous “Journey to Jerusalem” section of 
Luke begin? What is distinctive about this material in terms of gospel traditions? 
What is Luke trying to communicate about Jesus’ messiahship and about 
discipleship in this material?  

 20. Crucifixion Theme. What theme about Jesus does Luke emphasize in his 
presentation of the crucifixion?  

 21. Post-Resurrection Appearances. In Luke’s story of the resurrection where does he 
center the post-resurrection appearances of Jesus in contrast to Matthew? What 
might be the emphasis in Luke’s unique story of the Emmaus disciples?  

 22. Bridge to Acts. What four topics in the last verses of Luke 24 build a bridge to the 
narrative in Acts?  

 23. Genre of Acts. In terms of genre, basically what can one say to summarize the 
effort to categorize Acts in known ancient categories? Still, what can one say that 
Luke is doing by writing Acts as a sequel to his Gospel?  

 24. We Sections. Explain briefly the issue of the “we” sections in Acts. How is this 
literary phenomenon related to the question of authorship?  

 25. Speeches. What is the hermeneutical problem with the speeches in Acts?  23.  
 26. Pauline Issues. The visits of Paul to Jerusalem indicated in Acts 11 and 15 must 

be coordinated with what particular chapter in the Pauline letters? What is the 
issue with Paul’s letter collection? What about the Damascus Road presentation?  

 27. Accuracy. What two questions can be raised specifically in terms of the issue of 
Luke’s accuracy, one in the Gospel and one in Acts?  

 28. Ending. What is our problem in understanding the ending of Acts?  
 29. Characters and Events. In Luke’s literary development of Acts, who are the two 

central characters? What are the four epic events, and why?  
 30. Peter’s Sermons. What theme is being developed in the progression of Peter’s 

seven sermons in Acts?  
 31. Stephen Speech. What are the two major themes derived from the Stephen Speech 

in Acts that drive the development of the plot? Show how this fits the story of 
Saul-Paul in Acts.  
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 32. Church Mission. what does Luke indicate is the mission of the church when he 
frames all of Acts between the Ascension and the Return?  

 
The Gospel of John  
 1. Character. Kysar described John as the “maverick Gospel.” Illustrate what might 

lead someone to this conclusion by describing the contrasting coverage between 
John and the Synoptics. 
• Unique Material. Be ready to identify an episode as unique to the Synoptics or 

unique to John. 
• Common Material. Be able to show three common events that are handled 

differently. 
• Presentation of Jesus. Contrast the presentation of Jesus, including the general 

picture of how Jesus handles the events of the passion. 
 2. Historical Reconstruction. Raymond Brown has developed an extensive 

historical reconstruction of a proposed “Johannine community.” What would lead 
Brown to develop this type of thesis in terms of authorship and the nature of the 
Gospel of John itself? Who is the “Beloved Disciple” as a character in the 
narrative of John? When does he begin to appear? What is his apparent role? 

 3. Johannine Distinctives 
• Theology. Identify how Johannine theology is distinctive in the areas of 

Christology, Spirit, and eschatology. 
• Signs. What does John mean by emphasizing “signs” rather than miracles? 

How is a sign different from a symbol? 
• Presentation of Jesus. Contrast the presentation of Jesus, including the general 

picture of how Jesus handles the events of the passion. 
.  4. Johannine Problems 

• Jesus’s Death. Briefly explain the problem of dating the death of Jesus in terms 
of the day of the week between John and the Synoptics. 

• Adulteress. Briefly describe the problem of the pericope of the adulteress that 
is found in Jn. 7:53–8:11. 

• Ending. Why would John 21 be described as an “epilogue” to the Gospel? 
(Hint: where does the conclusion actually seem to occur?) What does this 
epilogue seek to accomplish n terms of the characters of Peter and the Beloved 
Disciple? 


