
ACTS: SECOND SECTIONAL EXAM REVIEW 
Acts 10–18 

 
Acts 1–12 
 . OVERALL STRUCTURE. Be able to outline the Part 1 structure of Acts (1–12) related 

to Peter and the renewal of messianic Israel. 
Acts 13–28 
 1. OVERALL STRUCTURE. Be able to outline the Part 2 structure of Acts (13–28) 

related to Paul and messianic Israel’s world mission. 
 
Hellenist Cycle—Acts 10–11 
 1. PETER’S COASTAL MINISTRY. Recognize the significance of the directional 

movement as a key to plotline development. 
 2. Compare Peter’s healing of Tabitha with Jesus’ healing of Jairus’s daughter. What 

is Luke’s point? What is Luke’s narrative purpose for presenting Peter’s seacoast 
ministry? 

 3. CORNELIUS. Know Peter’s seven sermons in Acts that Luke uses to demonstrate the 
church’s movement from Jews to Gentiles as part of the divine plan in terms of each 
sermon, the audience, and the significance. 

 4. Why does Luke emphasize Cornelius’s piety? 
 7. What is the crucial evidence that convinces Peter of God’s hand in Cornelius’s 

conversion and of the eschatological realities of salvation? 
 5. JERUSALEM. Describe the reaction of the Jerusalem church to the Cornelius 

headlines. 
 6. Explain the significance of Acts 5:39 (Gamaliel, Sanhedrin) compared to Acts 

11:17 (Peter, Jerusalem church). 
 
Hellenist Cycle—Acts 12 
1.HEROD AGRIPPA I. Explain why Agrippa I schooled in Rome, the personal friends he 

made there, and how this affected his political career. 
 2. Briefly summarize the disposition of Herod the Great’s kingdom at his death to 

Agrippa I’s three uncles Archelaus, Philip, and Herod Antipas and when and how 
Agrippa I received each of these territories held by his uncles. 

 3. Explain in what way Agrippa I is a “catalyst” of leadership changes that probably 
would have happened normally anyway, but certainly happened much quicker due 
to Agrippa’s sinister schemes against the church. 

 
1MJ—Acts 13–14 
 1. 1MJ. Be generally familiar with the geography and movement of the First 

Missionary Journey. 
 2. ANTIOCH. Identify two ways that Antioch can be described as a “key city” in 

Luke’s story of the church, and is, as Dr. Stevens said, “Luke’s parade example of 
the meaning of ‘Christian’ in Acts.” 

 3. SALAMIS. Explain Paul’s synagogue strategy that becomes evident in the very first 
stop of the First Missionary Journey on the island of Cyprus. 
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 4. PAPHOS. What other episode in Acts is Paul’s interaction with Elymas the magician 
comparable to? What is Luke’s message about magical practices in the first-century 
world? What is Luke’s particular point to a Roman audience such as that 
represented by the proconsul, Sergius Paulus? 

 5. Luke uses the explanation of the meaning of the magician Elymas’s name as an 
opportunity for giving Saul’s Roman cognomen of “Paul.” What is Luke’s meaning 
within the narrative plotline of Acts? What is the significance of the change from 
“Barnabas and Saul” in 13:2 to “Paul and his companions” in 13:13? 

 6. What is the significance of the conversion of the proconsul Sergius Paulus in terms 
of the nature and appeal of the gospel? 

 7. PERGA. What is the significance of John Mark’s departure at Perga? 
 8. ANTIOCH OF PISIDIA. Know the Lukan strategy for presenting Paul’s three major 

sermons: the sermons, the audiences, the significance (derived from Polhill). 
 8. In Paul’ Antioch of Pisidia message, what part of the OT kerygma is used as a 

bridge to the life and ministry of Jesus Christ? What promise to David about the 
relationship of his kingdom to Gentiles does Paul develop? 

 9. Explain how Acts 13:46–47 is “programmatic” for Paul’s Gentile mission. 
 10. Describe how Luke develops the prophet Isaiah’s “Servant” theme using the “light 

to the Gentiles” motif both in his Gospel and in Acts. How does this fit into Paul’s 
synagogue preaching strategy? 

 11. ICONIUM. What does the Jewish synagogue opposition to Paul at both Antioch and 
Iconium began to demonstrate in the storyline of Paul’s mission? 

 12. LYSTRA. Luke draws a parallel between Paul’s healing of the lame man at Lystra 
and that of Peter earlier in Acts 3. What plotline development does this connection 
echo? What does the miraculous healing of Paul after his stoning indicate in terms 
of the Hellenist cycle’s destiny? 

 13. DERBE. What is the purpose of the mission team’s retracing their steps from the 
endpoint reached at Derbe? 

 14. ATTALIA. What is noticeably absent in the travelogue of the mission team’s return 
trip? 

 15. Summarize general observations related to the significance of the 1MJ related to the 
topics of the Holy Spirit, Salamis, Paphos (gospel’s power and narrative shifts), 
Perge, AntiochP, Pauline correspondence, and Jerusalem Conference. 

 
Jerusalem Council—Acts 15 
 1. CAUSE. Briefly explain how the 1MJ actually precipitates the need for the 

Jerusalem Council of Acts 15. 
 2. ESCHATOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE. What does Dr. Stevens mean by subtitling the 

Jerusalem Council, “A Date with Messianic Destiny”? That is, the “need” for the 
Council actually indicates what more serious issue in Luke’s presentation? What 
story is parallel that shows the nature of this significance? 

 3. JUDGMENT MOTIF. Use statements in speeches by Peter and Gamaliel that seem to 
carry a divine judgment theme that culminates in Peter’s question to the church in 
the Jerusalem Council in 15:10. 

 4. ISSUES. What are the two major questions raised and the answers generated by the 
Jerusalem Council? 



Acts—Second Sectional Exam Review (Stevens) Page 3 

 5. What does James’ use of Am. 9:11–12 contribute to an understanding of Acts as “a 
new vision of the people of God”? 

 6. What is the significance of the “decrees” identified by James for Gentiles to 
observe? 

 7. What is the significance for plot development of the presence of Silas in the team of 
Jerusalem leaders sent along with James’ summary letter to Gentile believers? 

 
2MJ—Acts 16–18 
 1. 2MJ. Be generally familiar with the geography and movement of the Second 

Missionary Journey. 
 2. Identify six important exegetical observations that set the context for understanding 

the significance of the nature of the beginning of the Second Missionary Journey. 
 3. What specific characters does Luke use in the first part of the Second Missionary 

Journey to indicate the mission team’s playing out of the answers given in 
Jerusalem Conference? 

 4. LYSTRA. What two roles does Paul’s interaction with Timothy at Lystra serve in the 
Acts narrative for Luke? (For one, see the question above.) 

 5. What do the mission team’s attempts to go into Asia and Bithynia indicate about the 
direction of the team? 

 6. TROAS. The first “we” section is encountered at this point in the Acts narrative. 
How far does this first “we” section extend in the narrative? 

 7. What possible conclusion can be reached about the nature of the “we” sections in 
Acts in the light of Luke’s own prologue to the Gospel? 

 8. In this context of the mission team’s misdirection, what is the significance of Paul’s 
Macedonian Vision at Troas? 

 9. PHILIPPI. What does understanding the nature of Philippi as a Roman colony 
contribute to an understanding of Paul’s mission work, especially, for example, the 
presence of the girl possessed with a “pythoness spirit”? 

 10. What purpose in Luke’s production of Luke-Acts does Paul’s relationship with the 
magistrates at Philippi accomplish? 

 11. What do the three conversion stories at Philippi illustrate (Lydia, possessed girl, 
jailer), according to Bruce? 

 12. With what does the general tenor of the Acts presentation of Paul’s relationship 
with the Christian community at Philippi resonate in terms of Paul’s own letters? 

 13. THESSALONICA. Briefly illustrate how the charges against Paul are calculated 
carefully for their social, political impact in this particular city. 

 14. What issues are set up for the Thessalonian Christians due to the nature of Paul’s 
visit on the 2MJ? 

 15. BEREA. The convert pattern makes a literary tie with Thessalonica, but the behavior 
is “more noble.” What is Luke’s point of telling us about the Bereans? 

 16. ATHENS. Briefly summarize Paul’s three sermons Luke chooses as selected 
examples of Paul’s preaching. Where does the Aeropagus sermon fit in this 
scheme?  

 17. What does the Hellenist cycle contribute as background to understanding Paul’s 
Aeropagus sermon (insights from Peter and Stephen and implicit theology)? 
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 18. CORINTH. What does the background history of Corinth contribute to our 
understanding of the context of Paul’s ministry in that city? 

 19. What theme does Paul’s move to the home of Titius Justus in Corinth follow? (i.e., 
“God-fearer”) What other 2MJ person showed Paul this courtesy? What character in 
the first half of Acts represents the central presentation of this theme? 

 20. What is the primary function of Paul’s vision at Corinth? What other two secondary 
functions does this vision fulfill? 

 21. What four results derive from Gallio’s dismissal of the case against Paul (mission, 
charges, apologetic, appeal)? 

 22. What does Paul’s brief stopover at Ephesus at the end of the 2MJ imply? Why leave 
behind Prisca and Aquilla? 

 23. Summarize general observations related to the significance of the 2MJ related to the 
topics of Barnabas, Decrees, Macedonian vision, synagogue, Athens, edict of 
Claudius, “God-fearer,” Corinth vision, proconsul’s tribunal in Corinth, Pauline 
correspondence. 

 
Greek Translation  
 1. GREEK TEXT. Be prepared to translate verses from the Greek text of Acts. These 

verses will be restricted to homework translation assignments. Be prepared to locate 
specified verbs.  

 2. DICTIONARY. A Greek dictionary may be used. However, this resource may not 
be an extensive Greek lexicon.  


