
ACTS: FIRST SECTIONAL EXAM REVIEW 
Acts 1–9 

 
Luke: General Introduction 
 1. OVERALL COMPOSITION. Be aware of the issues surrounding the canonical final 

form of the book of Acts. 
1.1. Luke-Acts. Explain why we would hyphenate the name, why the two 

volumes historically got separated, and what impact considering the work as 
“Luke-Acts” has on the exegesis of Acts. 

1.2. Luke. Be able to outline the five-part structure of the Gospel of Luke, 
illustrating with the nature of the Greek what Luke claims in his preface about 
the careful use of sources. 

 2. LUKE’S USE OF STORY. Summarize the nature of the “Journey to Jerusalem” 
section in terms of the narrative and its traveling theme. 

 3. DESCRIBING TWO VOLUMES. Show how Luke thematically is preparation for Acts 
as one work in two volumes by describing Luke as volume 1 and then Acts as 
volume 2. 

 
Acts: General Introduction 
 1. INTRODUCTION. Be able to provide a critical introduction to Acts: authorship, date, 

audience, explicit purpose (from Luke’s prologue), six implicit themes (Stevens), 
textual tradition, “we sections,” abrupt ending, theme, outline of Acts 1–12 
(Stevens). 

 2. GENERAL EXEGESIS. Be ready to discuss the general exegesis of any given passage 
discussed so far. Where in the outline of Acts does this passage reside? How does 
the passage connect with material coming before and after? What is its function? 
What is the meaning of individual verses in the passage? In addition to general 
exegesis, be ready to respond to specific questions as outlined below. 

 
Messianic Renewal: Acts 1–5 
 1. LITERARY BRIDGE (ACTS 1). Discuss how Acts 1 serves as a literary bridge both 

backward to the Gospel of Luke and forward to the storyline in Acts. What does an 
investigation into the prologue of Acts tell us about the Lukan perspective on the 
two volumes of Luke and Acts? 
1.1. Kingdom. How does Luke configure the reader’s understanding of the nature 

of the “kingdom of God” both at the end of the Gospel of Luke and at the 
beginning of Acts? Of what will this “kingdom” consist in the present time? 
(Hint: Jesus’ answer to the disciples’ question in Acts 1:7–8.) 

1.2. Themes. Briefly describe the three themes in Acts 1 (witness, Spirit, Twelve). 
1.3. Acts 1:8. What does it mean to say that Acts 1:8 is “programmatic” for Acts? 
1.4. Ascension. What is important about the ascension for Luke theologically? 

That is, to what event does Luke connect ascension in the Gospel, and to what 
event does he connect ascension to in Acts, and how does that work 
seamlessly together for Luke? In other words, how is Jesus truly “glorified” in 
Luke’s understanding? 
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1.5. The Twelve. What is Peter’s role related to the Twelve? What significance 
does Peter attach to the replacement of Judas? How is this important to what 
Luke is trying to demonstrate in terms of the roots of the Christian movement? 

 2. PENTECOST (ACTS 2). Describe the festival of Pentecost in its agricultural 
significance, religious significance, and narrative significance in Acts 2. 
2.1. Pentecost. Summarize Pentecost in Israel as an annual agricultural festival 

and some distinctive themes that Stevens considers important to Luke’s 
narrative strategy in premiering this festival at the beginning of his story, 
especially Luke’s rhetoric of fulfillment. 

2.2. Tongues. Distinguish the difference between the miracle of tongues at 
Pentecost and the practice of tongues at Corinth. 

2.3. Apostolic Preaching. Identify the components of early apostolic preaching 
identified by C. H. Dodd and illustrated in the speech of Peter at Pentecost. 

2.4. Peter’s Speeches. Summarize Peter’s seven speeches in a table of the sermon, 
audience, and significance. What overall narrative strategy does Luke 
establish with the speeches of Peter, beginning with Pentecost? What key 
expression in the Pentecost sermon foreshadows this movement? 

2.5. Community Life. How does the community life portrayed in Acts 2:41–47 
reinforce Luke’s eschatological theme of Pentecost fulfillment for messianic 
Israel expected in the prophets? However, what in the life of this community 
also shows that the radical implications of this messianic Israel are not yet 
obvious? 

 3. LAME MAN (ACTS 3–4). What parallel can be drawn between Acts and the Gospel 
of Luke regarding the manner in which Luke reports this healing miracle? What 
does Luke want to establish in this way? (Hint: Lukan perspective.) 
3.1. Narrative Movement. Why does Luke in particular choose the healing of the 

lame man as his example of the signs and wonders done by the apostles in 
Jerusalem? That is, what does this miracle show in terms of ministry parallels 
to Jesus? What does this miracle reveal regarding Israel? 

3.2. Temple/Sanhedrin Speeches. What audiences are addressed in Peter’s 
preaching in Acts 3 and 4, what is being offered, and why is this significant 
within the divine plan of salvation? Note Luke’s use of Ps. 118:22. 

3.3. High Priest. The high priest is Caiaphas. Whose family line is he, and what 
does this family represent in the story of the temple, the Sanhedrin, and Jesus? 
How does “whom God raised from the dead” (4:10) hit Caiaphas twice? 
(Think history and theology.) How does “Neither is there salvation in any 
other” (4:12) hit Caiaphas in terms of his annual function in Israel? 

3.4. Barnabas. How does “all things in common” (4:32) build the Pentecost 
theme? Why is Barnabas particularly singled out in the description of the early 
church activities at the end of Acts 4? That is, what role does Barnabas play 
related to the promise of Pentecost? How does he contrast with Ananias in the 
following story? 

 4. ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA (ACTS 5). What threat does the Sanhedrin present to 
messianic Israel? What threat does Ananias present? That is, what narrative strategy 
does Luke have for introducing the story of Ananias and Sapphira immediately 
within the context of the church having “all things in common”? 
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4.1. Church Foreshadowing. What does Peter’s question to Sapphira in Acts 5:9 
foreshadow in the narrative plotline regarding the church? 

4.2. Israel Foreshadowing. What does Peter’s question to Sapphira in Acts 5:9 
foreshadow in the narrative plotline regarding the actions of Israel’s leaders in 
the Sanhedrin following this episode? 

4.3. Sanhedrin. What significance is to be attached to the Sanhedrin’s response to 
Peter second speech to this group in Acts 5? What does this indicate about 
Peter’s previous quote of Ps. 118:22 to this group earlier in Acts 4? 

4.4. Gamaliel. What is the narrative significance of Gamaliel’s advice to the 
Sanhedrin in Acts 5 after Peter’s second speech? What plot strategy (theme) 
does the key term “God fighter” used by Gamaliel in Acts 5:39 introduce? For 
what character in Acts will this term be a plot determinant? Gamaliel’s 
assertion that the “cause will fail” is illustrated perfectly with what famous 
failed messianic movement about a century after Gamaliel’s words to the 
Sanhedrin? 

4.5. Jesus as Climatic. Explain Jesus as the climactic moment of decision for 
Israel in the words of Moses and of John the Baptist. 

 
Messianic Hellenists: Acts 6–12 
 1. Hellenists and Antioch. Work up a brief summary of Antioch as a matrix of 

settings, ethos as identity in ancient writers, and the general ethos of Jerusalem and 
Antioch that Luke develops in the Gospel and Acts. What are the three major 
characteristics of the ethos of believers in Antioch as a paradigm for the church? 
Why does Antioch have to become the “surrogate mother church” in Acts? 

 2. THE SEVEN (ACTS 6). What major narrative movement in Acts does Luke prepare 
the reader for by introducing the Hellenists in the story of the Seven in chapter 6? 
2.1. Major Characters. In the Hellenist Cycle’s breakthrough to wider witness, 

what is the significance of each of the characters Stephen, Philip, and Saul? 
2.2. Stephen’s Description. What is the literary significance of the description of 

Stephen in Acts 6:5, 8, and 15 for Stephen’s temple critique that follows? 
 3. STEPHEN’S SPEECH (ACTS 7). What are the two charges against Stephen? What are 

the two themes of the Stephen Speech that explain plot and character development 
within the Acts narrative? 
3.1. Speech Content. Outline using two levels and discuss Stephen’s Speech as 

presented and analyzed in class. 
3.2. Character of Saul. Explain why the character of Saul is introduced at this 

point in the Acts narrative and describe his narrative characterization as 
profiled by Luke. That is, how do Saul’s actions relate to Gamaliel’s advice to 
the Sanhedrin? 

 4. SAMARITANS. Briefly summarize Samaritan history to give background to the 
events of Acts 8. 
4.1. Stephen Theme. Analyze the positive thematic connection of Stephen’s 

Speech in Acts 7 to Philip’s activities in Acts 8 among the Samaritans and 
with the Ethiopian eunuch. 
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4.2. Eschatological Israel. What is important to Luke about the story of Samaritan 
conversions to Jesus the Messiah in prophetic expectations for eschatological 
Israel? 

4.3. Narrative Structure. Explain why Simon the magician material is 
“sandwiched” in between stories of the Samaritans and the Ethiopian Eunuch. 

4.4. Worship of God. What does Simon’s personal story reveal in the national 
stories of Jewish worship centers on both Gerizim and Zion? 

 5. ETHIOPIAN EUNUCH. What was the ethnic background of the Ethiopian? Why is his 
conversion significant in the story of Acts? What was true about eunuchs in the law 
of Moses related to worship at the Jewish temple in Jerusalem? 
5.1. Worship of God. What does Simon’s personal story reveal in the national 

stories of Jewish worship centers on both Gerizim and Zion? 
5.2. Servant Songs. What is the significance of the Servant Songs of Isaiah? 

Which Servant Song was the Ethiopian reading? Why was this passage so 
crucial in terms of explaining Jesus as Messiah? 

5.3. Baptism. What did the eunuch’s baptism by Philip represent in the story of 
messianic Israel? That is, whose initiative was this whole story start to finish, 
and who is defining messianic Israel? 

5.4. Stephen Themes. Use episodes out of Acts 8 to illustrate the two major 
themes of Stephen’s Speech. 

 6. DAMASCUS ROAD. Be ready to explain the character of Saul-Paul as a major theme 
in Acts, as well as significant elements of Saul’s Damascus Road experience. 
6.1. Saul-Paul. Show how the themes of the Stephen Speech and the unusual 

beginning to the second missionary journey (starts in a fight, winds up 
“aimless in Asia,” and contrasts the description at the beginning of the first 
missionary journey) prepare for the characterization of Saul-Paul in Acts. 

6.2. God’s Will. Relate the character of Saul-Paul to the story of Paul insisting on 
going to Jerusalem at the end of the third missionary journey. 

 6.2.1 Ephesus, the Crown Jewel. Show how Luke paints a strong contrast 
between Paul’s presence in Ephesus with Paul’s presence in Jerusalem that 
shows how Ephesus is meant to be the literary antithesis to events in 
Jerusalem at the end of the third missionary journey.  

 6.2.2 Key Passages. Of the six key passages related to Jerusalem and God’s 
will for Paul, briefly outline how Acts 19:21 (Paul’s announcement of his 
plans) should be handled when put up against Acts 21:4 (the prophetic word 
of the disciples of Tyre) and Acts 22:17–21 (Paul’s stunning admission in his 
temple vision account). What two conclusions can be drawn about Luke’s 
perspective on Paul’s stubborn insistence on going to Jerusalem? 

6.3. Bounding Stories. What are the bounding stories to Acts 9, and how do they 
contextualize the story of the Damascus Road? That is, how does Saul “fit” 
into the story of the Hellenist movement and its destiny, and is this 
development God’s will? 

6.4. Literary Importance. Describe the thematic significance of the Damascus 
Road to illustrate its literary importance to Luke. 

6.5 Light and Blindness. Describe how Luke uses the Damascus Road theme of 
“light” to pick up both John the Baptist tradition (Luke 1:79) and the prophecy 
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of Simeon about the significance of the child Jesus (Luke 2:32). Describe how 
the blindness of Paul functions in a parabolic way for his mission in the 
storyline of Acts. 

6.6 Damascus. Show how Saul preaching Jesus in the synagogues in Damascus 
takes up Stephen’s mantle and will fulfill the Hellenist movement’s destiny. 
What does the story of Saul becoming a “basket case” illustrate about a major 
reality characterizing Paul’s mission work that Jesus revealed on the 
Damascus Road? 

6.7 Jerusalem. Show how Barnabas is Saul’s facilitator in Jerusalem and how 
this facilitator role becomes crucial to Saul’s future story and to Pentecost 
fulfillment in Acts. 

 
Greek Translation 
 1. GREEK TEXT. Be prepared to translate verses from the Greek text of Acts. These 

verses will be restricted to homework translation assignments. Be prepared to locate 
specified verbs. 

 2. DICTIONARY. A Greek dictionary may be used. However, this resource may not be 
an extensive Greek lexicon. 
 


